Pseudomonas septicemia in childhood.
A 5-year study of Pseudomonas aeruginosa septicemia in children was conducted in two large hospitals. The average age of the patients was 20 months. Fourteen (93%) of the 15 patients were debilitated by underlying diseases or by a major invasive procedure. Most of the patients had received broad-spectrum antibiotic therapy prior to the development of Pseudomonas septicemia. The overall mortality was 53%. Ecthyma gangrenosum appeared in only three cases. The serotype H-11 was found in 53% of the septicemic patients, suggesting that Pseudomonas septicemia was a nosocomial disease in most of these cases. The adequate evaluation of the patient at risk, prevention, and early therapy are essential.